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Only Marker Stands On Spot
Of Rutherford's First Town
Pile of Stone Near Forks of
Holland's Creek is the Last
Remaining Sign of Old Gil
bert Town.
MARKER
Both Armies of Revolutionary
War Camped at Historic
Spot Before Battle of Kings
Mountain.
BY ARVAL ALCOCK.
FOREST CITY, Sept. 24. — The
YortJi Carolina Historical commis-
don, co-operating with the Depart
ment of Conservation and Develop
ment and the State Highway com
mission, recently erected a marker
on the site of old Gilbert Town,
first county seat of Rutherford,
about one-half mile from Ruther-
fordton on the Marion highway.
Tlie marker is inscribed: "Gilbert
Town, Rutherford county seat,
1781-85, stood hereabout. Before
Battle of Kings Mountain both
armies camped nearby."
One of the oldest of the coimties
in Western North Carolina, Ruther
ford was formed in 1779. Original
ly a part of old Tryon county,
named for a Royal Governor of the
Crown, Rutherford was created dur
ing the height of the American
Revolution when the name Tryon
i became obnoxious to the Whigs op
posing the Crown. The General As
sembly abolished the name and
formed that county into two other
counties, one of which was Ruther
ford, named for a distinjguished
Revolutionar.y leader. Brigadier-
General Griffith B. Rutherford.
FIVE COMMISSIONERS.
The act creating Rutherford coim-
ty named Benjamin Harden, Tirom-
as Welch, Abraham Kuyrkendol,
John Earls and John Potts as com
missioners to lay off and appoint
the place where the courthouse,
prison and stocks for the new coun
ty of Rutherford should be built.
The county officially came into ex
istence in April, 1779.
The commissioners appointed,
however, failed to comply with the
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was made by the 'Legislature for
building the courthouse and a new
set of commissioners appointed.
They were John Earle, Robert Por
ter, William Whiteside, James Mil
ler, of Rutherford county, and Wil
liam Morrison, of Burke county. In
1782 these commissioners were given
full power and authority to pur
chase fifty acres from James Hol
land for the purpose of building a
court house, prison and stocks, and
also to lay off a town in the fu
ture.
The site selected was in the forks
of Holland's Creek near the pres
ent Southern Railway trestle a
short distance from the Marion
highway. A description of the set
tlement in 1780 was given as fol
lows; "Gilbert To^vn was a small
village, composed of a number of
rather well-built and comfortable
log houses. It was situated in the
mountainous, but fertile district of
North Carolina, about the center of
Rutherford county."
Gilbert Town as a county seat
was short lived, however. Owing to
the swampy nature of the place and
its inaccessibility, in 1784 the Leg
islature appointed Felix Walker,
James Whitesides, Alexander Mc
Donald, William Nevill and William
McMurray to select a better site
for the courthouse. A temporary
courthouse had been constructed
by the commissioners of 1782, but
was constructed to meet the ex
igencies of the times until a court
house could be built by the county.
Some arrangement had to be made,
since the new county found itself
without any place to hold court. In
1785, a new courthouse was built in
the present town of Rutherfordton,
which has since been the county
seat of Rutherford county.
History records several incidents
where both armies of the Revolu
tion were encamped at Gilbert
Town. Ferguson was encamped here
before the Battle of Kings Moun
tain, breaking camp to avoid meet
ing the "Over the Mountain" men.
The latter were camped near the
present Logan Station, in the Gil
bert Town region.
After the Battle of Kings Moun
tain, the victorious Americans re
turned to Gilbert Town. Prisoners
taken were placed in a pen in which
Ferguson, when stationed there, had
confined captured Whigs.
Today, the only sign of old Gil
bert Town is a pile of stone near
the forks of Holland's Creek,
thought to have been the founda
tion for Rutherford county's first
courthouse.
BRITTAIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The oldest Church in the County; the name originally was Great
ain Church. After the Revolution it was changed to Little Brittain. '
the "Little" was dropped and hence its present name.
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